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The development of the EU’s  
mineral strategy since the 1970s 

given by 

 

Prof. Hans Otto Frøland  

Hans Otto Frøland is a professor of contemporary European history at the 

Norwegian University of Science and Technology in Trondheim. His field of 

research has been historical political economy in the intersection between 

nation-states and wider inter- and transnational processes. He has published 

on the history of European integration and on the history of natural resources 

policies. He has directed several research projects, including the project Fate 

of Nations: Natural resources and Historical development in the Global 

economy 1880s -2000s. 

 

Although European minerals such as coal and iron were crucial in the early days of 

European integration, the EU is endowed with relatively few cheap mineral resources to 

feed its growing industries. From this followed vulnerable import dependence and 

concerns about supply security since the 1970s, which has encouraged policies of 

substitution, recycling, and extension of product life within the EU. The presentation will 

address such measures but focus on how the EUs mineral strategy has tried to diversify 

the sources of mineral supply through various forms of foreign policy. 

April 18, 2024, 17:00 
Facultatea de Geologie și Geofizică, Bd. Nicolae Bălcescu nr.1,  

et. II, amfiteatrul 2A „Sabba Ștefănescu” 

 


